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ABSTRACT

The paper presents a selection of criteria a_nd options for energy technologies
assessment based on the Analysis and Synthesis of Paiameters under Informaiion Deficiency
Method. In order to present an evaluation of the clean air technologies a number of options
featuring some of the characteristics measured by the selected sustainability indicators are
taken into consideration. For each option under consideration sustainability indicators are
defined in order to verify their rating in respect to the specific indicator and also to introduce
these data to obtain the generalized index of sustainability rating of all options.

The multi-criteria evaluation of clean air technologies is an exercise showing a
possibility of analyzing complex systems. Every energy ,frt.r under consideration is an
entity by itself, defined by the respective number of parameters which are deterministically
related according to the physical laws describing individual processes in the system.
Sustainability indicators take into account the economic and environmental resources and the
social aspect of the systems under consideration.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Systern analysis is both a philosophical approach and a collection of techniques,
including simulation developed explicitly to address problems dealing with complex systems.
System analysis emphasizes a holists approach to problem solving and the use of
rnathematical models to identify and solve important characteristic of complex systems. A
mathematical model is a set of equations that describe the interrelations among thoie objects.
By solving the equations comprising a model we can mimic or simulate the dynamic behavior
of the system.

Like many words for which we have tentative understanding, "system" is difficult to
define precisely. In relation to physical and biological sciences, a system is an organized
collection of interrelated components determined by a boundary and functionalityIi]. A system
is defined by its structure and boundaries. It is communicating material, energy and information
through its boundaries. The system is defined by intemal and external variables. The intemal
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structure of the system and processes defines its functionality, which is determined by internal
variables of the system. The externalvariables are defined by the boundary of the system [2].

Energy system is a complex system with its respective structure and can be defined b;,
different boundaries depending on the problem. In the simple anaiysis r.vith the only function
of the energy system to convert energy resources in the final energy form, the interactiol ol
the energy system is defined by its thermodynamic efficiency [3]. Adding some complexiqv to
the energy system, we can follow the interaction of the energy system and environment. In
this respect a good example is the problem of pollution, which is defined as emission of
energy and material species resulting from the conversion process. With further increase in
complexity of the energy system and establishing respective links through the boundary, there
are other entity fluxes between the system and surroundings. Since every energ), system has
its social function in our life, a link between the energy system and surroundings may be also
established taking into account the social interaction between the system environment.
Obviously, further addition of complexity of the energy system regarding the interaction rnay
lead to the exchange of different fluxes. In this respect the Onsager relation gives good
example of possible relation among the fluxes of interaction bet*,een the svstem and its
environment [4]. In the information theory there are attempts to define a non-linear relation
between fluxes and its relation to a change in the structure of the systern.

In our exercise, lve have assumed that the energy system is a complex system wSich
may interact with its surroundings by utilization of resources, exchange of conversion sysrem
products, utilization of economic benefits from the conversion process and adsorption of
social consequences of the conversion process. Each of the interaction fluxes is a result,ola
very complex interaction of the elements of the energy system within the system and also a1
interaction with surroundings [5]. In our analysis we rvill use synthesized parameters of the
system in the form defined in classical analysis of energy system. So, for resources utilization
we will use resource indicators, and for the conversion process effect of the COz exhaust gas.
The electric energy cost will be used to measure economic benefits of the energy system and
NO" release of the energy system will be used as the social indicator of the.n.r[y system [6.1.

Fig' I The process of collection and interpretation oldifl'erent parameters

In this analysis the indictors are representing a measure of different interactions of the
energy system and its surroundings. All indicators are in a deterrninistic or stochastically
relation with their respective parameters of the system. Their interpretation and collection
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requlre an organization and systematization of the parameters of the system and environment.
The process of collection and interpretation of different parameters, which are synthesized in
the respective indicarors can be represented graphically a.s shown in Fig. I [5].

It can be noticed that the data collection regarding earth resources, environment pollution
parameters, econotlic s)'stem parameters and social structure and quality is the first siep in the
establishing of the indicators. The second step is defining the energy system concept including
definitiorr of structure and interaction between the elements una pio.Lsses. This will imply a
selection of energy conversion process and its interaction with inleiparameters.

By means of the life cycle analysis of the selected energy system the interpretation of
the interaction of the system with its economic, environmental and social surrounjing, can be
defined [7]. Since each of the selected indicators represents a collective interpretation of
different interactiotls of the system and its surroundings, their mutual relation could be
interpreted as an independent parameter of the system.

The multi-criteria assessment of the energy system is one attempt to establish a
measuring paranleter, rvhich will cornprise different interactions of the system and its
surroundings [8]. This may lead to the developrnent of a method, rvhich will help us to
understand in deep a specific role of the energy system selection and quality of our life. At the
same time this nerr,' tool may be used for a universal interpretation of oui goal to focus our
attentior-r on the sustainable development of an energy system.

2, SUSTAINABILITY ASSESSMENT

In order to make a sustainability assessment of clean air technologieS two approaches
have been adopted: single criteria assessment and multi-criteria urr.rrrn.nt. The first
approach is based on the single criteria rating among the options under consideration. The
second is based orl the analysis and synthesis indicators on the decision making procedure
reflecting combined effect of all criteria under consideration and is expressed ln t['e'form of a
General Index of Sustainability [9, 1 0].

2.1. Option selection

In order to present the evaluation of the clean air technologies a number of options is
selected featuring some of the characteristics measured by the selected sustainability
indicators. For each option under consideration sustainability indicators are defined in order to
verify their ratirlg in respect to the specific indicator and also to introduce these data to obtain
the generalised index of sustainability rating of all options.

In this analysis of clean air technologies the following plants are considered

l. Pulverised Coal Fired Power Plant (pCpp)
2. Integrated Gasification Cornbined Cycle ( IGCC)
3. Gas Fired Power Plant rvith Combined Cycle QTIGCC)
4. Natural Gas Combined Cycle with CO2 Removal G\fGCC - COz)
5. Natural Gas Combine Heat and Power Production (NGCHP)

These options represent various technologies for generating electricity. A common feature
ofthe presented options is that they can be considered as clean air technologies presently under
developtnent. In our analysis it is assumed that each power piant generates 876 GWh per year,
which corresponds to the electricity generated during one year by a 100 MW plant running at
100 % capacity. In this analysis an emphasis will be placed on those options of po*.. plants
which are sufficiently mature that the reliable data is available [11,12].

I'RANSACTTONS OF FAMENA XXVr-l (2002)
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2.2. IndicatorDefinition

The decision making procedure comprises several steps in order to obtain mathematical
tool for the assessment of the rating among the options under consideration. In order to
prepare relevant data for the clean air technology assessment table 1 presents the data to be
used in the analysis.

Table I The values ofthe indicators for different options

Options

Indicators

Investment Cost

c/kWh

Fuel Cost

c/kWh

Energy Cost

c/kWh

CO2 Emission

c/kWh

NO* Health Effect

c/kWh
PCTT 1.79 1.72 3.94 239.0 3.6

IGCC 2.t7 1.53 4.18 210.0 1.12

NGCC 0.71 2.29 3.44 98.0 0.16
NGCC-CO,-R 1.35 2.50 4.t7 9.71 0.16
NGCHP 0.8 0.88 1.96 91.t 0.36

Max 2.17 2.50 239.0 3.6 4.18
Min 0.77 0.88 9.71 0.16 L96
Max - Min 1.40 1.62 229.29 3.44 2.22

3. SINGLE CRITERIA ASSESSMENT

it is usually accepted that the comparison of individual options of porver plants is
defined with a single parameter. This approach limits the understanding of the effect of other
parameters which are of importance for the assessment of the systems.

3.1. Investment Cost Comparison

The classical approach to the evaluation ofdifferent options ofthe system is based on the
thermodynamic efficiency of systems. With the thermodynamic efficiency merged r.vith
economic validation the cost of energy as a single parameter is obtained. Using the cost of
energy produced the comparison of the systems can be evaluated. In the classical approach to
the evaluation of power plants besides the efficiency of the system as a parameter forivaluation
there is also investment cost which effects the decision in the selection of the appropriate
option. So, the classical evaluation procedure for the selection of the power plants 

-option 
is

based on two parameters: electricity cost per unit kWh and specific investment per unit kW.

lnvestment Cost Comparison
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Fig. 2 Investment Cost Comparison
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In order to verifu the comparison of the options under consideration with respect to the
investment cost which comprises information of the material used in the design of different
options Fig. 2 shows the investment cost comparison. It can be noticed that NGCC and
NGCHP are among best options regarding investment cost.

3.2. Fuel Cost Comparison

The fuel cost is an essential parameter which affects the electrical energy cost. Also,
selection of fuel affects resource parameters. As our interest is to focus attention to the use of
the resources, the fuel cost is seen as a resource parameter.

NGCHP IGCC PCPP

Options

Fig. 3 Fuel Cost Comparison

In this respect the comparison between the options by fuel cost indicator implies the
validation of respective options by fuel resource consumption per unit of electrical energy
produced. As shown in Figure 3 it can be noticed that NGCHP option is the first on the
priority list in the single parameter comparison based on the fuel cost.

3.3.' Energy Cost Comparison

Traditionally, economic rating of the options under consideration has been the only
assessment parameter in the comparison. It was commonly accepted that only the cost of
electrical energy produced by the power plant was the measure of validity of the power plant.
In this respect Figure 4 shows the comparison of the options under consideration by the
economic indicator.

Fig. 4 Electrical Energr Cost Comparison

The economic indicator is based on the life cycle analysis and reflects the total cost of
electrical energy. it should be noticed that the total cost of electric energy comprise also the
efficiency of the system.
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The economic indicator (Fig. a) is a complex parameter which is deterministically related to
the number of parameters which-h affect the total scope of the system.

3,4. CO2 Emission Comparison

Recently, it has become important to evaluate the COz emission of the plants. With the
introduction of the new COz taxation system, it will be possible to include this paramerer inro
the cost of the energy produced in a power plant. This will not be straight forward; some
ambiguity will be left for the further evaluation. If CO2 will be used as the only parameter, the
comparison among the power plant systems will reflect the emission of the system. Again, the
single parameter is used for the evaluation of a potential option of the power plant under
consideration. Also, we can take emission of other combustion products as a parameter for the
evaluation of power plant systems. This will lead to different rating of the options under
consideration depending on the emission product.

Fig. 5 shows the fuel cost comparison of the options under consideration. It can be
noticed that NGCHP has the highest rating and the option of NGCC-COz has the lowest
rating. This is obvious result of the CO removal cost which effects the rating of the option
with COz.

C02 Emission Comparison

NGCC. NGCHP
co2

Fig. 5 CO2 Emission Comparison

NO, Health Effect Comparison

In the power plant options under consideration there is an interest to make an evaluation
of the social aspect of the power plant. It is known that the major adverse effect of the power
plant on the surroundings is due to the health effect of NO*.

NOx Health Effect Comparison
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Fig. 6 NOx Health Effect Comparison
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The formation of NO* in a power plant strongly depends on the quaiity of fuel and its
nitrogen content. Also, the design of the boiler furnace effects the formation of NO*. In order
to mitigate the tbrmation of NO* there are number of techniques used, including the
organisation of the corlbustion process in the furnace, respective design of burners, reburning
and flue gas recirculation. From the options under consideration we have selected only those
options which reflect the use of different kinds of fuel. In this respect it can be noticed that the
effect of gas combustion is to less extent immanent to the NO* formatiorr. In order to convert
the concentration in the flue gases to the health effect a method was used which establishes a
linear correlation betrveen the concentration of NO* and health cost. Figure 6 shows the health
cost ofdifferent options ofthe porver plants under consideration.

4. MULTI.CRITERIA ASSESSMENT

The multi-criteria assessment is based on the decision making procedure [13,14]
reflecting the combined effect of ail criteria under consideration and is expressed in the form
of a General Index of Sustainability. A selected number of indicators is taken as the measure
of the criteria cornprising specific information of the options under consideration [15,16,17].
The procedr"rre is aimed at expressing options properly by the respective set of indicators.

The next step in the preparation of data for the multi-criteria sustainability assessrnent is
arithmetization of the data.

This step consists of the formation of particular membership f unctions
q,(x,), ...,Q,(x.). For every indicator ri we have: (1) to fix two values MIN(i), MAX(i);
(2) to indicate whether the function Q,G,) is decreasing or increasing rvith the argument x,
increasing; (3) to choose the exponent's value 2 in the formula

I t, ,f x,< MIN(i),
l( MAX(i\x -x. )ct,(x,)= 1l L l, IJ M|NQ) (x, S MAX(i),r \ t 
IIMAX(il- Mrr\r1) )' 

!

I 0, i"f x,> MAX(|)

for the decreasing function q,(x,).

The functions q r(xt),... ,Q .(x.) formation process results witir a matrix (q!t, ) ,

i=1,...,m, j=1,...,fr, whereanelement g,!/) isavalueof i-th particularcriterionforT-
th option. In this analysis it is assumed that the linear functions q,(r,),...,Q,,(x,) rvere

used. For Qr, Qz and Q+ membership functions the decreasing functions are adapted. In table 2

the values of the functions q,(x,),.,.,Qn,(x^) are shown.

Table 2 The values of the functions qr (xr), ..., qn (x,,)

Options Nonnalized Indicators

RIs,""t RIru"t EN"^, SI*^" Ecl

PCPP 0.729 0.543 0.000 0.000 0.892

IGCC 0.000 0.398 0.873 0.279 0.000

NGCC r.000 0.827 0.39s 1.000 0.66',7

NGCC-CO, 0.392 0.000 t.000 1.000 0.995

NGCHP 0.020 1.000 0.391 0.0s 8 1.000
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''l' :i;.;The general indices method comprises the formation of an aggregate function with the
weighted arithmetic mean as the synthesizing function defined as
:i,,,. .

oh:w\= L o/ zJ t t]

where

w1 - weight-coefficients elements of vector w
qi - indicators of specific criteria

In order to define the weight-coefficient vector the randomization of uncertainty is
introduced. Randomization produces stochastic sets with realizations from the corresponding
sets of functions and a random weight-vector. It is assumed that the measurement of the
weight coefficients is accurate to within a steps h: l/n, with n being a positive integer. In this
case the infinite set of allpossible vectors may be approximated by the finite set W(m,n) of all
possible weight vectors with discrete components. In our case, we will use ffi : 5, and n : 40
so that the total number of elements of the set W(m,n) is N(m,n) = 92251.

The nonnumeric, inexact and incomplete information is used for the reduction of the set
W(m,n) of all possible vectors w to obtain the discrete components set W(l;n,m). It is ciefined
as a number of constraints reflecting nonnumeric information about mutual relation among
the criteria under consideration.

5. SELECTION OF CASES

In ordertomake an assessmentof options it is necessary to define constraints which are
imposed regarding the preference of the criteria. There are three groups of Cases to be taken
into consideration, namely the Case when priority is given to a single indicator and others are
kept constant, the second group with priority given to the individual indicators and others are
rated successively and the third group comprises a selected relation between the indicators in
order to obtain a preselected ratio between the options.

Group I

Case I -I : Ir {wr = *z :w3 = w+ = ws}
Case2- I = 12 {w1 ;' wz = w3: wa: W5}

Case 3 - I : I: {w+ > wr : w2 : w: = ws}
Case 4-I : I+ {ws > wz = w3 : wq : wt}

Group II
Case 5 -I : Is {wr > wz v w3 > wq > ws}
Case 6 -I : Io {wo > wr ) wz } w: > ws}

Croup III

Case 7 -I : Il {ws > wr ;' w2 = w: > ws}
Case 8 -I : Is {*: > wr I w2 > w+ : ws}

Group I
Case 1 - I = Ir {wr =wz = w3 = w+ = ws}
Case I is characterized by the equal weighting functions value for all criteria. This

implies that no preference is given to any criterion and as the non-numerical information is
used equal value is given to all indicators. It is obvious that this case is not very realistic, butit shows what the outcome of this type of a constraint would be. Since theie is oniy one
combination which satisfies this constraint it is obvious that the dispersion equals zero.
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General Index Sustainability reflects an additive function of normalized indicators so
that the rating of options is a simple addition of the normalized values of indicators to
individual options. In this assessment NCCC is the first on the list with the highest priority,
followed by NGCC-CO2, NGCHP, PCPP and IGCC. It is interesting to norice that the NGCC
option has priority in this respect due to the highest of all values of normalized indicator.
Figure 7 shows the General Index and respective probability among the options for Case l.

General lndex of Sustainability

o:o lo:o lo.ro 
'lo:o 

loro I oro loro

lAi erghtrng c0efficients relatlon

Fig. 7 Ceneral Index olSustainabiliry and Weighting Coefficients Relation for Case I

Case 2 -I = Iz {wa > wr : w2 =w3 =w5}
. Case 2 is designed with an investment indicator having priority in relation to other

indicators. All other indicator's weighting coefficients are the same. It could be noticed that
only a limited number of situations within the total number of combination fulfills this
condition. Only 7 cornbinations among 82251are taken into consideration to define weighting
coelficients fbr this case. It should be registrated that in all other cases with similar constrains,
the number of combinations is the same.
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Fig. 8 General Index of Sustainability and Weighting Coeflicients Relation for Case 2
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Case 3 - I = I: {wr > wz = \y3 = w4 = ws}

Case 3 is designed to emphasize investment cost indicator in comparison to otlier
indicators having the same weighting coefficients. As it can be noticed there is no change in
the comparison of the first priority but only in 4th and 5'r'position on the rating list. Again
NGCHP has priority as in many other cases under consideration. This is a=result of a
dominant position of the NGCHP option in regards to any indicator. The second position is
taken by NGCC but with a rather high dispersion and low probability to the position of flrst
place of NGCHP.

General lndex of Sustainabtlity

oro loso looo loro loio loeo I
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Weightrng coefficients relatjon
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Fig. 9 General Index olSustainability and Weighting Coefficienrs Relation lor Case 3

Case 4 - I : I; {lv5 > w2 = w3 = wa : w1}

Case 4 represents the relation between the constraints defrned by the prioriry of health
indicator and other indicators having the same werghting coefflcients. It is also of: interest to
investigate other cornbinations of constraints which might effect the priority list.

General lndex of Sustainabtltty

0!0 lo.ro I oro I o:o lono t;,; I or., t;;
NCCC-C02

_ E.lrE

NGCHP

PCPP

NGCC

I6CC

oso lo-eo I

Wer ghtr ng coeffi ci ent relati on

ooo I oio oro loso lo.eo I

Fig. l0 Sustainability General Index and Weighting Coefficicnts Relation lor Case 4

The results obtained for this case do not introduce any new feature to the prioritl, list.
NGCHP is again placed first on the priority ilst with a very high value of the general index.
The other options are less pronounced and with a rather low index.
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Group II
Case 5 - I : Is {wt > wz > \y3 ) }ya > w5}

Case 5 is designed to give priority to the investment cost followed by fuel cost
indicator, energy cost indicator CO2, environment indicator and NOx, health indicator. As it
can be seen, this assessment leads to the priority of NGCC with COz removal, followed by
NGCC, IGCC, PCPP and NGCHP. It is of interest to notice that the same list of priority is
obtair.ied with the single priority list with fuel indicator.

The assessment with multi-criteria indicators and non-numerical constraints among the
indicators as specified in Case 5, shows the priority of the option NGCHp with COz removal.
Figure 1 i shows the general index and the respective probability among the options of Case 5.

Sustai nabi lity General lndex

0t0

V/ei ghting coeffi ci ents relation

000 o.* I loro l*o loro ]oro ]ono
RI-steel

RI -fuel

Ei{ -co2
SI-NOx

txl

Fig. 11 General Index of Sustainability and Weighting Coe{Icients Relation for Case 5

Case 6 - I : Ie {ws > wr } wz }w: > wl}
The design of Case 6 is based on the request to emphasize the importance of the

economic indicator in relation to other indicators. In particular attention is paid to giving
priority to the economic indicator in relation to the investment and fuel indicaiors. Since the
economic indicator essentially comprises fuel and investment indicator, there is a change in
the priority list in relation to Case 5. Also, there are some changes in the value of weighting
coefficients and their dispersion.

General lndex of Sustainability
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Fig. l2 Sustainability General Index and Weighting Coeflcients Relation for Case 6
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Case 6 is also characterized by highervalues of the general index of sustainability of the
options. This implies that obtained ranking of the options is less pronounced than in other
cases. It is also noticed that in Case 6 the dispersion of the general indexes is lower rvith a
lower probability of the compliance by the options. Again, it is the NGCC option to be the
first on the priority list with PCPP, NGCO-CO2 and NGCHP not differing subsranrialli,.
IGCC has a substantially lower rating. This proves that the economic criterion strongly eff-ects
the rating of IGCC option. Figure 12 sholvs the general index of sustainability and the
respective probability among the options of Case 6.

Case 7 - I : Iz {wl > w, } wz ) wr > ws}

Case 7 is characterized by the priority of the environment indicator. It presents an
alternative which emphasizes the importance of the COz environment indicator and its role in
the priority list. It is of importance to recognize the effect of the environment indicator on the
prioriry list. The NGCC-CO2 option is the first on the priority list. It is interesting to
investigate why this changes in the priority of indicators do not change the selected option.
Since NCCHP proves to be high priority in a number of cases under consideration, it may be
concluded that its weighting coefficient in all cases is high. This is probably the result of the
high value of the indicators in comparison with other options. Also, it may be the result ola
large number of situations reflecting arithmetization of all indicators. Finally, it may be the
result of a large contribution of the resource and economic indicators in the general index
sustainability. Figure l3 shows the general index and the respective probability among the
option of Case 7.

ss_J;i;- l;; -l;3r- i;; 'i;; 
ioio io:o l;;; - l;;; - I

Wei ghtr ng coeffi cients relation

o.ro foro foro [o,o loro looo (oro loro
Rl-steel

RI -ful
EN -CO2

SI-NOx

Exl

Fig' 13 General Index of Sustainability and Weighting Coefficients Relation for Case 7

Case 8 - I = Ir {ws t w, ) }v2 : w: > ws}

Case 8 is aimed at investigating the effect of the health indicators on the prioritlr list.
81'using the health effect as the first priority criterion in the comparison with other
criteria it is expected that the importance of these criteria in the selection of the priority
option will be shown. The health criteria has lead to the priority of the NGCHP option. it
may be noticed that all other options have lower rating and higher dispersion. The
characteristic of this case is also reflected in a higher position of the NGCC and IGGCC
options. One of the characteristics of this case is also that all options have higher values of
the general index, Figure 14 shows the general index and the respective probability among
the options of Case 8.

TRANSACTIONS OF FAMENA XXVr_l (2002)

Ioro

\I
l2

General lndex of Sustainability

I
I

-fts.'



the

her

ha
the

ly.
cts

ihe

r

t

I

RI-steel

RI -furl
FN -aal,

SI-NOx

Multi-criteria Sustainability Assessment
ol Clean Air Technologies

General lndex of Sustainability

oo lo.ro

Wei ghti ng coeffi ci ents relati on

Naim Hamdia Afgan, Maria Graca Carvalho
Nikolai V. Hovanov

PCPP

NCCC

NCCHP

IGCC

ry--l_tr---ig--Jo.ro lo:o loro loro loso loeo I

an

in

he

to
)n.

be

he

a

he

:X
te

Fig. l1 General Index of Sustainability and Weighting Coefficients Relation forCase g

It is of interest to notice that under this constraint the
NGCC-co2. Figure 14 shows the general index and the respective
among the options of Case 8.

6. DISCUSSION OF MUTICRITERIA EVALUATION

The multi-criteria evaluation of clean air technologies is an exercise showing a
possibility of the analysis of complex systems. Generally, it couid be said that the complexity
of the clean air technology can be defined as multidimensional space of different indicators.
Every energy system under consideration is an entity by itself, defined by a respective number
of parameters which are deterministically related according to the physical laws describing
individual processes in the system. The differences expresr.- by the ielected indicators reflect
cornplexity of the individual structure of the options under consideration. The sustainability
indicators take into account the economic, environmental, resources and social aspect of
sustainability. They are supposed to be of help to decision-makers in decision-making
processes while identifying problematic areas that should be given priority.

The use of multi-criteria decision-making procedure requires a new method of
evaluation of potential options of energy systems. Its purpose is mainly oriented to the
evaluation of options in order to investigate the effect of individual criteria on the priority list
for the decision-making process. In the evaluation procedure it is possible to investigate the
effects of mutual relation of the criteria on the final priority list. This evaluation procedure
couid be imagined as a useful tool for the analysing individuai criteria.

Since each of the indicators represents an aggregated parameter derived from the internal
parameters of the system the general index of sustainability as defined in this analysis is a
measure of the complexity of the system. The indicators are deterministically related to the
technical and economic parameters of the system, so their aggregation means only convolution
of indicators multiplied by the respective weighting coefficients. Certain arbitrariness in the
decision- making procedure is immanent to this type of evaluation.In this respect this procedure
of selecting an option pf energy system will require some further development.

It is required that the indicators are defined by the life cycle analysis in order to satisfy
the wholeness of the indicator interpretation. A close link to the life cycie analysis may lead tb
a better quality of the decision-making process.

Further development of this methodology rvill be oriented to two main directions.
Firstly, to the better definition of the indicators and their certainty. A particular attention has

priority has the option
probability of dominancy
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to be paid to the variable effecting indicators which are space and time dependent. Secondly,
the use of a different type of aggregation functions for the general index of sustainability may
prove to be a way of finding a respective function appropriate fbr different systems. As
regards the evolution of energy systems, further development of this method may be
envisaged through its application to the evaluation of the future seiection of energy systems.

It is obvious that further development off the decision-making method will be of great
interest for the energy system evaiuation. It should be ernphasized that the multi-criteria
assessment of energy systems may lead to a better quality of life locally, regionaily and globally.
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