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Brussels, 12.03.2021 

 

Subject: Urgent Call to the European Commission to Support the National Plans 

dedicating at least 2% of the RRF for the Cultural and Creative Sectors 

 

Dear President von der Leyen, 

Dear Vice-President Jourová, 

Dear Vice-President Schinas, 

Dear Commissioner Gabriel, 

Dear Commissioner Breton, 

 

Given that the pandemic has disproportionally and heavily impacted the Cultural and 

Creative Sectors (CCS) with up to 98% decrease of the turnover for the performing arts 

and 95% for the book-sales; whereas less than 2% of the European cinemas remained 

open in between the lockdowns, most European museums remained closed and there was 

a 76% decline in music audiences1,  

 

Whereas even before the COVID-19 outbreak the CCS were a fragile and fragmented 

ecosystem characterized by irregular employment and precarious working conditions, 

difficult access to finance and imbalanced translation of market value into fair 

remuneration,  

 

While the CCS are among the last sectors to recover due to both direct and indirect 

impact of the pandemic,  

 

Given the new extra corona-costs that the CCS will have to bear in the post-COVID-19 

era, due to the costs-related with corona-proof processes, uncertainty and insecurity of 

the audience for indoor public cultural activities, 

 

Whereas the CCS have the highest numbers in youth employment, are highly gender 

balanced and represent a high percentage of our SMEs, 

 

Whereas the CCS support social cohesion and resilience especially in times of crisis, as 

proven by the experience of millions of European citizens during the pandemic, who 

turned to culture to find the strength to bear the psychological burden of the confinement,  

 

                                                           
1 European Parliament, Policy Department for Structural and Cohesion Policies, Directorate-General for 

Internal Policies, PE 652.242 – February 2021, 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/652242/IPOL_STU(2021)652242_EN.pdf  

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/652242/IPOL_STU(2021)652242_EN.pdf
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Whereas 598 MEPs have voted our Resolution on the Cultural Recovery of Europe, 

standing as the voice of the European people and asking among others to:  

 Dedicate at least 2% of the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF) to the Cultural 

and Creative Sectors and industries. 

 Reduce VAT rates for all cultural goods and services. 

 Improve valuation of intangible assets. 

 Introduce tax credits and tax motivation tools for cultural production. 

 Improve the social protection systems and the working conditions for the workers in 

the CCS. 

 Secure equal accessibility and inclusiveness for the distribution of cultural funding. 

 Protect the future of the cultural ecosystem under the pressures brought by the green 

and the digital transition. 

 Include the CCS in all financial supporting tools, such as the InvestEU and the 

NextGenerationEU. 

 

We urge you to: 

   

a) During your evaluation process support within the national recovery and resilience 

plans measures that in total dedicate at least 2% to the CCS. CCS that account for 

3,7% of European employment and 4% of the European GDP, and therefore 

should be proportionally funded through the RRF, and 

b) Provide us with information regarding a concrete percentage that the Commission 

would support for the demands of Culture in the process of the evaluation of the 

national recovery and resilience plans. Given that in the RRF there are concrete 

percentages for other sectors, such as the 20% for the digital transition and the 37% 

for the green transition, we believe there should as well be a specific percentage for 

the CCS, especially under the current threats crucially challenging our culture, our 

identity of today and heritage of tomorrow. 

   

 

Yours sincerely, 

Alexis GEORGOULIS (The Left) 

Dace MELBĀRDE (ECR) 

Michaela ŠOJDROVÁ (EPP) 

Tomasz FRANKOWSKI (EPP) 

Laurence FARRENG (Renew) 

Irena JOVEVA (Renew) 

Ibán GARCÍA DEL BLANCO (S&D) 

Domènec RUIZ DEVESA (S&D) 

Massimiliano SMERIGLIO (S&D) 
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Romeo FRANZ (Greens/EFA) 

Niklas NIENAß (Greens/EFA ) 

Giorgos GEORGIOU (The Left) 

Hannes HEIDE (S&D) 

Anne-Sophie PELLETIER (The Left) 

Marcos ROS SEMPERE (S&D) 

Salima YENBOU (Greens/EFA) 

Niyazi KIZILYÜREK (The Left) 

Patrizia TOIA (S&D) 

Caterina CHINNICI (S&D) 

Giuliano PISAPIA (S&D) 

Franco ROBERTI (S&D) 

Elisabetta GUALMINI (S&D) 

Brando BENIFEI (S&D) 

Marisa MATIAS (The Left) 

István UJHELYI (S&D) 

Diana RIBA I GINER (Greens/EFA ) 

Maria CARVALHO (EPP) 

Cyrus ENGERER (S&D) 

Manuel PIZARRO (S&D) 

Tudor CIUHODARU (S&D) 

Petra KAMMEREVERT (S&D) 

Christian EHLER (EPP) 

Carles PUIGDEMONT I CASAMAJÓ (NA) 

Antoni COMÍN I OLIVERES (NA) 

Clara PONSATÍ OBIOLS (NA) 

Giuseppe FERRANDINO (S&D) 

Romana JERKOVIĆ (S&D) 

Konstantinos ARVANITIS (The Left) 

Dino GIARRUSSO (NA) 

José GUSMÃO (The Left) 

Loucas FOURLAS (EPP) 

Nora MEBAREK (S&D) 

Predrag Fred MATIĆ (S&D) 

Demetris PAPADAKIS (S&D) 

Milan BRGLEZ (S&D) 

Victor NEGRESCU (S&D) 

Giuseppina PICIERNO (S&D) 

Dimitrios PAPADIMOULIS (The Left) 

Petros KOKKALIS (The Left) 

Mario FURORE (NA) 
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Michal WIEZIK (EPP) 

Isabella ADINOLFI (NA) 

Emmanuel MAUREL (The Left) 

François-Xavier BELLAMY (EPP) 

Krzysztof HETMAN (EPP) 

Benoît LUTGEN (EPP) 

Ismail ERTUG (S&D) 

Peter POLLÁK (EPP) 

Maria SPYRAKI (EPP) 

Sylvie GUILLAUME (S&D) 

Pernando BARRENA ARZA (The Left) 

Sara MATTHIEU (Greens/EFA) 

Jerzy BUZEK (EPP) 

Tatjana ŽDANOKA (Greens/EFA) 

Eugenia RODRÍGUEZ PALOP (The Left) 

Martina MICHELS (The Left) 

Günther SIDL (S&D) 

Tanja FAJON (S&D) 

Andreas SCHIEDER (S&D) 

Radka MAXOVÁ (Renew) 

Isabel BENJUMEA BENJUMEA (EPP) 

Bronis ROPÉ (Greens/EFA) 

Cornelia ERNST (The Left) 

Milan ZVER (EPP) 

Bettina VOLLATH (S&D) 

Vlad-Marius BOTOS (Renew) 

Fabio Massimo CASTALDO (NA) 

Iuliu WINKLER (EPP) 

Anne SANDER (EPP) 

Radan KANEV (EPP) 

Andrey SLABAKOV (ECR) 

Elena KOUNTOURA (The Left) 

Miroslav ČÍŽ (S&D) 

Monika BEŇOVÁ (S&D) 

Agnès EVREN (EPP) 

Róża Gräfin von THUN UND HOHENSTEIN (EPP) 

Chiara Maria GEMMA (NA) 

 


