
 
 
 
 
 

 

Brussels, 25 June 2020 

Mr Phil Hogan 

Commissioner for Trade 

 

Mr Thierry Breton 

Commissioner for Internal Market 

 

Mr Maroš Šefčovič 

Commissioner for Interinstitutional Relations and Foresight 

 

Mr Frans Timmermans 

Executive Vice-President for the European Green Deal 

 

Subject:  ‘Open strategic  autonomy’: A vision for Europe’s raw materials  future  

 

Dear Commissioner Phil Hogan, 

Dear Commissioner Thierry Breton, 

Dear Commissioner Maroš Šefčovič, 

Dear Executive Vice-President Frans Timmermans, 

As you are well aware, COVID-19’s disruption of worldwide supply chains has revealed the European 

Union’s problematic dependence on third countries for active pharmaceutical ingredients, medical 

supplies, and raw materials. 

Looking ahead, we should be particularly worried that the raw materials necessary to achieving Europe’s 

climate-neutrality objective and the digital transition are today increasingly sourced outside the European 

Union and generate carbon-intensive imports into our continent.  

Europe’s “green recovery” will be based on industrial leadership in the production of batteries, electric 

vehicles, computers, solar panels, and wind turbines. However, this objective is jeopardised by our 

increasing reliance on China and other regions for supplying the metals and minerals required by those 

technologies in higher volumes – from critical raw materials (e.g. cobalt, lithium, silicon, rare earths) to 

those where Europe has a sustainable but weakened industrial base (e.g. aluminium, copper, nickel).  

The World Bank has recently concluded that the world’s production of 13 strategic metals will need to 

increase by up to 500% by 2050, to meet the growing demand for clean energy technologies. It is therefore 

urgent for the European Union to improve its resilience against future shocks by diversifying its raw 

materials suppliers and by restoring its capacity in this key strategic area, while tackling environmental 

and social impacts. 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/05/11/mineral-production-to-soar-as-demand-for-clean-energy-increases


 
 
 
 
 
We, members of the European Parliament, believe that Open Strategic Autonomy must be at the heart of 

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen’s ambitious “Next Generation EU” and of the EU 

trade policy review launched on 16 June 2020. 

We therefore call on the European Commission to deliver a bold agenda for all the raw materials needed 

for achieving climate-neutrality and the digital transition, which balances our need for supply resilience 

while always championing multilateral, free, fair and value-based trade.  

This agenda should include: 

 A robust and ambitious EU trade policy that pursues an effective level playing field, addresses 

distortive effects of foreign subsidies within the EU, facilitates diversification of supplies, and 

reinforces our defences against unfair trade practices. 

 A “no-holds barred review” of the global supply chains that EU businesses and industry rely on to 

ensure that they are resilient and remain competitive, plus the required enabling conditions in 

Europe such as a stable and secure supply of competitive electricity. 

 Earmarking of the recovery fund to boost within the EU the sustainable production of the metals 

and minerals needed for its energy transition and digitalisation (including the potential for 

Important Projects of Common European Interest – IPCEIs). 

 Robust actions to tackle the environmental and social impacts associated with Europe’s materials 

supply, and to raise consumer awareness on the benefits of buying, low-carbon, circular and 

responsible produced products. 

 The prioritisation of funding and expanding  of the Circular Economy to ensure Europe has an 

increased capacity and a reliable supply of recycled materials.  

Strategic industries have been at the heart of the European project for the last 70 years. Robert Schuman 

had originally envisioned a Europe “built through concrete achievements which first create a de facto 

solidarity”. The COVID-19 pandemic is an opportunity to realise Schuman’s vision to unite European 

nations this time around the goal of Open Strategic Autonomy. Reengineering our supply chains will likely 

be a complex process with significant need for support, but the advantage that Open Strategic Autonomy 

offers, is simply too important to ignore: it will enable us to reposition our Union as a true geopolitical 

actor. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

Anna-Michelle Asimakopoulou (EPP, EL) 

Eva Maydell (EPP, BG) 

Christophe Hansen (EPP, LU) 

Pietro Fiocchi (ECR, IT) 

Massimiliano Salini (EPP, IT) 



 
 
 
 
 
Vlad Botoș (RE, RO) 

Maria da Graça Carvalho (EPP, PT) 

Maria Spyraki (EPP, EL) 

Vilija Blinkevičiūtė (S&D, LT) 

Elissavet Vozemberg-Vrionidi (EPP, EL) 

Theodoros Zagorakis (EPP, EL) 

Marie-Pierre Vedrenne (RE, FR) 

Nicolae ŞTEFĂNUȚĂ (RE, RO) 

Geert Bourgeois (ECR, BE) 

Emmanouil Fragkos (ECR, EL) 

Mircea Hava (EPP, RO) 

Stellios Kympouropoulos (EPP, EL) 

Susana Solís Péres (RE, ES) 

Marian Jean Marinescu (EPP, RO) 

Inma Rodríguez-Piñero (S&D, ES) 

Dominique Riquet (RE, FR) 

Iuliu Winkler (EPP, RO) 

Jonás Alvarez Fernández (S&D, ES) 

Manuel Bompard (GUE/NGL, FR) 

Angelika Winzig (EPP, AT) 

Mónica Silvana González (S&D, ES) 

Frederique Ries (RE, BE) 

Miapetra Kumpula-Natri (S&D, FI) 

Lukas Mandl (EPP, AT) 

Lefteris Christoforou (EPP, CY) 

Elżbieta Lukacijewska (EPP, PL) 

Romana Jerković (S&D, HR) 



 
 
 
 
 
Marlene Mortler (EPP, DE) 

Marek Pawel Balt (S&D, PL) 

Anna Zalewska (ECR, PL) 

Claudia Gamon (RE, AT) 

Radan Kanev (EPP, BG) 

Izaskun Bilbao Barandica (RE, ES) 

Antonio López-Istúriz White (EPP, ES) 

Vangelis Meimarakis (EPP, EL) 

Eva Kaili (S&D, EL) 

Danuta Maria Hübner (EPP, PL) 

Reinhard Hans Bütikofer (Green/EFA, DE) 

Jerzy Buzek (EPP, PL) 

Liudas Mazylis (EPP, LT) 

Andrey Slabakov (ECR, BG) 

Georgios Kyrtsos (EPP, EL) 

Othmar Karas (EPP, AT) 

Tom Berendsen (EPP, NL) 

Loucas Fourlas (EPP, CY) 

Adam Jarubas (EPP, PL) 

Nicola Danti (RE, IT)  

Christophe Grudler (RE, FR) 

Zdzisław Krasnodębski, (ECR, PL) 

Nikos Androulakis (S&D, EL) 

Nils Torvalds (RE, FI) 

Barbara Thaler (EPP, AT) 

Nicolae Stefanuta (RE, RO) 

Jordi Cañas (RE, ES) 



 
 
 
 
 
Manolis Kefalogiannis (EPP, EL) 

Grzegorz Tobiszowski (ECR, PL) 

Bart Groothuis (RE, NL) 

Ewa Kopacz (EPP, PL) 

Stefan Berger (EPP, DE) 

Pilar Del Castillo (EPP, ES) 

Francisco José Millan Mon (EPP, ES)  

 

66 MEPs 

17 Member States 

Groups: EPP, S&D, RE, Greens/EFA, ECR, GUE/NGL. 

 

 

 

 


