Priority question for written answer P-004992/2020

to the Council

Rule 138

Paulo Rangel (PPE), Lidia Pereira (PPE), José Manuel Fernandes (PPE), Maria da Graga
Carvalho (PPE), Alvaro Amaro (PPE), Claudia Monteiro de Aguiar (PPE)

Subject: European Public Prosecutor's Office

On 27 July, the Council appointed the 22 European prosecutors of the newly established European
Public Prosecutor’s Office.

According to Regulation 2017/1939, each Member State had to nominate three candidates, and a
selection panel would choose the most suitable.

However, the Council decided not to endorse the panel’s selection in the case of Belgium, Bulgaria
and Portugal, thus calling into question its legitimacy and independence. At no time did it give its
reasons for this.

Can the Council say:

1. What were the reasons for its decision?

2. Why were these reasons not disclosed, as required by Community law and the principles of good
administration?

3. Inthe case of Portugal, was the decision taken by the Portuguese Government, via the Minister
of Justice, as it would appear from statements made by the Minister to the press?
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