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Member States report waste data under Directive 94/62/EC1 in the format established by the 
Commission2. The reports must contain a description of how the data were compiled and an 
explanation of any estimates used. In the 2018 revision of the Directive, these requirements 
were further strengthened. Article 6a(3) and (8) of the Directive3 requires that Member States 
establish an effective system of quality control and traceability of the packaging waste. 
Member States must report in line with Decision 2005/270/EC (modified by Commission 
Implementing Decision 2019/6654) which establishes rules for the calculation, verification 
and reporting of data. Under Article 12 of Directive 94/62/EC, the Commission will review 
the data and assess the organisation of their collection, the sources of data, their 
completeness, reliability, timeliness and consistency and the methodology used by Member 
States. A report on the results of its review is already planned for 2020. The Commission is 
also engaged in a dialogue with the Portuguese authorities and stakeholders to drive changes 
in the waste management system on the basis of the Early warning report5.

The revised Directive established a number of new obligations to strengthen recycling of 
packaging: increased recycling targets, more stringent reporting and recycling calculation 
rules, reinforced separate collection obligation, obligation to set up extended producer 
responsibility schemes for all packaging by 2024 and to modulate fees under these schemes 
to take into account packaging recyclability. The Commission is developing guidance on the 
implementation of separate collection obligations and extended producer responsibility rules. 
Also, a review of the essential requirements for packaging is underway with the objective to 
drive product design for recycling. 
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